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When Calvin Figgures 
left state prison after a stint 
for drug crimes, he entered 
a halfway house in Chatta-
nooga but found he had no 
way to get a job.

Then he connected with 
a local church, which led to 
his hiring by Chattanooga 
Endeavors, a charitable orga-
nization dedicated to helping 
offenders restore ties to their 
communities.

Now he serves as Chat-
tanooga Endeavors’ outreach 
coordinator and is starting 
a new ministry called Ste-
phen’s Table that connects 
churches to inmates.

“In some cases, your fam-

ily’s not there for you,” Mr. 
Figgures said. “The church 
is there for you. And it does 

help.”
Mr. Figgures’ situation 

is not unique. Hundreds of 

inmates leave prison with-
out support, housing or 
employment, which shows 
the need for a ministry 
such as Stephen’s Table, 

Agency ministers beyond prison bars

By Jacqueline Koch

jkoch@timesfreepress.com

From his first day in the 
fire academy, David Brooks 
knew he wanted to be a fire 
marshal.

“Everyone introduces 
themselves (to the cadets) 
and the fire marshal at the 
time talked about fire pre-
vention through education,” 
said Fire Marshal Brooks, 
38. “I thought, ‘That’s what 
I want to do.’”

Two earlier experi-
ences also 
influenced 
h i m .  H e 
knew two 
c h i l d r e n 
y o u n g e r 
than 14 who 
perished in 
fires — one 
a distant 
r e l a t i v e 
and anoth-
er an autis-
tic child who lived across 
the street from his grand-
mother.

On Tuesday, Chief Brooks 
officially was appointed fire 
marshal by Mayor Ron Lit-
tlefield after having served 
as interim marshal since July 
and assistant fire marshal 
for 10 years. Officials believe 

he is the first black to serve 
as fire marshal, a position 
that serves at the discretion 
of the mayor.

Chief Brooks replaced 
Craig Haney, who was 
removed this summer for 
personnel reasons, city offi-
cials said then.

The fire marshal’s mis-
sion is to reduce injuries 
and property damage from 
fire using education, pre-
vention efforts, awareness, 
code enforcement and safe-
ty checks. 

“It’s more proactive than 
reactive,” Chief Brooks 

Fire marshal stresses 
education, prevention

By Pam Sohn

psohn@timesfreepress.com

Tennessee was not “a 
trackless wilderness” when 
Europeans first visited 
here in the 1500s, accord-
ing to Charles W. Maynard, 
founding executive director 
in 1994 of Friends of Great 
Smoky Mountains National 
Park.

“ W e 
often talk 
about Span-
ish explor-
ers and their 
discoveries 
when, in 
fact, there 
were lots of 
people liv-
ing in what 
is now Ten-
nessee in the 1500s,” said Mr. 
Maynard, the next speaker in 
the Moccasin Bend Lecture 
Series. “This was not a trackless 
wilderness. It was well criss-
crossed with trade routes.”

An author, storyteller 
and minister, Mr. Maynard 
recently researched the jour-
nals of Spanish explorers 
Hernando de Soto, Tristan 
Luna and Juan Pardo. He is 
the author of 28 books, 21 of 
which are nonfiction books 
for children.

In today’s Moccasin 
Bend lecture, the second 
in the series, Mr. Maynard 
will share what he learned 
about the Spanish explo-
rations into Tennessee. It 
actually is a narrative more 

about the people the explor-
ers met than the explorers 
themselves, he said.

A Chattanooga native 
transplanted to Jonesboro, 
Tenn., Mr. Maynard is a 
longtime parks advocate 
who developed the Friends 
of the Smokies into an orga-
nization with an annual bud-
get of more than $1.8 million. 
It was through an effort to 
learn about the first Euro-
pean visits to the Smokies 
that he became interested in 
researching Spanish explor-
er journals.

In one of Pardo’s journal 
entries, Mr. Maynard said, 
he found the first writ-
ten mention of “Tenasqui,” 
which became Tennessee.

Shelley Andrews, execu-
tive director of the Friends 
of Moccasin Bend Park, said 
she has high hopes for Mr. 
Maynard’s talk.

“He’s a very interesting 
man,” she said.

Mr. Maynard’s parents, 
John and Lou Maynard, still 
live on Signal Mountain.

The next lecture will 
be Monday, Nov. 9 by Dirk 
Kempthorne, a former gov-
ernor of Idaho and secretary 
of the interior from May 
2006 until January 2009.

Park enthusiast is speaker 
for Moccasin Bend event

By Perla Trevizo

ptrevizo@timesfreepress.com

The current economy and 
higher tuition rates haven’t 
been enough to force Linda 
Hsu to drop out of Southern 
Adventist University, but 
they certainly have led her 
to lead a frugal lifestyle.

She cooks three to four 
days’ worth of meals at one 
time, such as spaghetti or 

curry, shops a lot less and 
spends about $20 a week on 
groceries, Ms. Hsu said.

“It’s very hard for my fam-
ily. They don’t own a busi-
ness like many other (inter-
national students’ parents); 
they use all of their savings 
for my education,” said the 
24-year-old Taiwan native. 
“So I try to not put too much 
pressure on them.”

With a slowdown in the 
economy worldwide, many 
international students are 
feeling the effects here in the 
United States, officials say.

“Our international stu-
dents face financial challeng-
es in paying their bill that 

many of our U.S. students 
don’t have,” said Phil Cook, 
assistant vice president for 
enrollment at Lee Universi-
ty. “We’ve had students who 
have not been able to contin-
ue enrolling based upon their 
lack of financial support.”

Despite economic chal-
lenges, the international 

student enrollment in uni-
versities and colleges around 
the region has not changed 
significantly, according to 
school officials.

At most regional cam-
puses the number of inter-
national students increased. 
At Lee, it increased from 222 
last year to 226 this semester. 

At the University of Tennes-
see at Chattanooga it grew by 
six students and at Southern 
Adventist University by 39 
students.

“While there will cer-
tainly be students who are 
unable to come to the U.S. 
due to financial difficulties, 
hundreds of thousands of 
international students con-
tinue to see a U.S. degree 
as an invaluable investment 
in their future careers,” said 
Peggy Blumenthal, executive 
vice president and chief oper-
ating officer for the Institute 
of International Education, 

Economy puts damper on students from abroad
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ILLEGAL GAME SALES
B5 A Tennessee hunter is in trouble 

for selling doves he shot.
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Chilly day for hot chili

Staff Photos by Matt Fields-Johnson

In top photo, visitors to the Chattanooga Market 
stay warm in the sun while trying homemade chili 
at the Firehouse Chili Cook-off on a Sunday after-
noon with highs in the 50s. Above, Carrie Brown 
of Ooltewah feeds her son Luke, 4, a spoonful of 
chili while his sister Katelin, 7, watches. At right, 
Luisa Chamberlin, center, serves chili to visitors at 
the event, which raised more than $10,000 for the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association. In the people’s 
choice division, three-time defending champions 
“No Hesitation” from Station 1 took first place, fol-
lowed by Station 19 in second and Stations 4 and 
10 combined for third. “Louie’s Red Shirt Mafia” of 
the Cleveland Fire Department — the first outside 
team to participate in the event — took first place in 
the chef’s choice division for their “Hillybilly Chili.”

Staff Photo by Allison Kwesell

Matrika Davis pauses for a second at the New Covenant 
Fellowship Church during a kickoff event for Stephen’s 
Table while speaking about her first-hand experience 
growing up with a father who was in prison.

AROUND REGION
International student enroll-
ment fall 2009:
■ University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga: 128; six 
more than last year*
■ Covenant College: 14; 
one less than last year
■ Lee University: 226; four 
more than last year
■ Southern Adventist Uni-
versity: 158; 39 more than 
last year 
■ Dalton State College: 7; 
one more than last year

* Note: Not including 
exchange students on J-1 
visas.

An international student is 
defined as anyone who is 
enrolled at an institution 
of higher education in the 
United States who is not a 

U.S. citizen, an immigrant 
(permanent resident) or a 
refugee. These may include 
holders of F (student) visas, 
J (exchange visitor) visas 

WHO’S AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT?

Source: Institute of International Education

Online: Hear 
Phil Cook from 

Lee University talk about inter-
national student trends at the 
school. Read national and state 
reports on enrollment 
and financial contributions. 
Comment.

See STUDENTS, Page B4

AT A GLANCE
■ What: Charles Maynard 
■ When: 7 p.m. today
■ Where: Tennessee 
Aquarium auditorium
Source: Friends of Moccasin 
Bend National Park

Charles 
Maynard

DAVID BROOKS 
BIO
■ Age: 38
■ Hometown: Chatta-
nooga
■ Family: Wife, Kimberly, 
married for 15 years; chil-
dren, Jasmine and Cierra
■ Years in the Chattanoo-
ga Fire Department: 13
■ Education: Bachelor’s 
degree in business admin-
istration with concentration 
in marketing from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee
■ Honors: Received the 
2007 United Way Volunteer 
of the Year award; named 
2004 and 2008 Firefighter 
of the Year

Online: Comment on this 
story.

Online: Read previ-
ous stories about 

fire marshals. Comment.

David
Brooks

See MARSHAL, Page B4

Online: Read previ-
ous stories. 

Comment.

76% Christian

17% No preference, 
agnostic or atheist

7% Other. This group 
represents 23 faiths 
including Judaism, 
Islam, Hinduism 
and Buddhism.

Faith in prison
Religious breakdown of
Tennessee state prisons.

See MINISTRY, Page B4

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
B2 Whitfield seeks ideas for name of 

new high school.



officials say.
In the New Testament, the 

disciple Stephen waited on 
and cleaned widows’ dinner 
tables when few members of 
the early church took care of 
widows.

Similarly, the ministry 
hopes to serve people who 
often are overlooked by the 
community — incarcerated 
and former prisoners who 
need help finding friends, 
jobs and support.

Churches will partner with 
inmates upon their arrival 
and remain supportive dur-
ing their time in prison and 

after their release, said Tim 
Dempsey, executive director 
of Chattanooga Endeavors.

“We’ve got to find ways to 
make jobs and other oppor-
tunities available to people,” 
Mr. Dempsey said.

“Stephen’s Table, in addi-
tion to providing an uplifting 
positive influence in some-
one’s life, will also result in 
a church’s ability to steer 
people (toward) resources, 
transportation and hous-
ing.”

Funding comes from a 
$110,000 stimulus grant from 
the Office of Criminal Justice 
Programs that pays for two 
part-time staff members to 

recruit churches.
At a recent meeting, about 

100 churches pledged support 
for the program and offered 
their members to meet with 
prisoners in their cells and 
maintain friendships after 
their release.

Stephen’s Table will start 
with prisoners in the Ham-
ilton County Jail, but Mr. 
Dempsey said he hopes its 
services will be offered to 
any Hamilton County resi-
dent imprisoned anywhere 
in the state. 

About 1,400 Chattanooga 
residents are serving time 
in state or federal prisons, 
records show.
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said, adding that he’d like to 
reduce this year’s two fire 
fatalities to none next year.

He remembers that, as 
a new firefighter about 13 
years ago, he responded 
almost daily to fires in the 
large public trash bins at 
the Spencer McCallie pub-
lic housing development in 
Alton Park. After the initial 
excitement of fighting the 
fires wore off, he approached 
the administration about pre-
venting them.

A meeting among city 
and f ire administrators 
and Chattanooga Housing 
Authority officials resulted 
in individual garbage cans 
for residents and no more 
trash-bin fires.

In addition to education 
and prevention, Chief Brooks 
is responsible for knowing 
more than 1,000 fire codes, 
said department spokesman 
Bruce Garner.

“It’s no small task to 
get certified and know the 
codes,” Mr. Garner said. “If 
you ask me a code question, 
I’m not going to answer it. 
I’m going to ask David.”

Chief Brooks likens know-
ing the location of codes to 

knowing exactly where vers-
es are in the Bible.

He said he takes very 
seriously his duty to explain 
proper fire prevention devic-
es to students and the com-
munityy.

“We just assume people 
know the basics about fire 
safety and fire prevention,” 
he said. “But it’s like showing 
someone how to ride a bike 
for the first time.”

Up next for Chief Brooks 
is presenting awards to local 
students who are creating 
door hangers promoting 
fire prevention. The contest 
was part of Fire Prevention 
Week, annually the first 

week in October, and the 
awards will be handed out 
on Nov. 2.

He said he also plans to 
focus his efforts on fire safe-
ty and prevention education 
for the special-needs com-
munity, including the hear-
ing-impaired.

“It’s fire prevention week 
every week,” Chief Brooks 
said.

• Continued from Page B1

Marshal: Brooks

Staff Photo by Allison Kwesell

The Rev. Floyd Davis of Silverdale Detention Center, left, listens to a presentation at the 
New Covenant Fellowship Church during a kickoff event for the Stephen’s Table ministry. Mr. 
Davis was saved when he was incarcerated in 1993. The man at right is unidentified.

• Continued from Page B1

Ministry: Agency beyond bars

“ It’s fire 
prevention week 
every week.”— Fire Marshal 

David Brooks

a New York-based nonprofit 
organization.

At the undergraduate 
level, she said, the students 
and their parents are pre 
pared to use their savings 
or look for less-expensive 
options. At the graduate level, 
there still is financial support 
for outstanding international 
students in many fields, espe-
cially in science and technol-
ogy, she said.

For Abhilash Purani, a 
UTC student getting his 
master’s degree in electri-
cal engineering, the current 
economy has meant having 
to postpone his graduation.

“As I see it right now, the 
greatest concern for interna-
tional students is job oppor-
tunities,” said the 26-year-old 
native of India. “I was sup-
posed to graduate last May, 
but I extended my gradua-
tion to (next May) hoping 
the economy gets better.”

Mr. Purani said he got 
a bank loan in India to pay 
for the first year of graduate 
school and was a graduate 
assistant, a paid position, at 
the university in the second.

Ms. Hsu said the most diffi-
cult thing about being an inter-
national student is the limits 
on where and the amount of 
hours she can work.

Except for limited exceptions, 
international students only can 
work on campus for fewer than 
20 hours a week while school is 
in session or off campus under 
an optional practical training, 
which is a 17-month temporary 
employment directly related to 
their area of study.

“I have my nursing degree 

right now, but I can’t work as 
a nurse,” Ms. Hsu said. 

But for both Ms. Hsu 
and Mr. Purani, being able 
to receive a degree from the 
United States is worth all the 
sacrifices. “The education is 
expensive, but once I get the 
degree from the U.S. it will 
have a much greater impact 
for my future aspects,” Mr. 
Purani said.

• Continued from Page B1

Students: Global

The Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson’s Rain-
bow/PUSH Coalition will open 
an office in Birmingham.

Rainbow/PUSH is a 
national group founded by 
Jackson that fights for social 
change. It has affiliate offices 
in several cities around the 
nation, including Atlanta.

Speaking to a few church-
es in Birmingham Sunday, 

Jackson said the Birming-
ham office would be affili-
ated with the national office 
in Chicago.

He met with ministers in 
the area about the effort while 
in town this weekend for a cel-
ebration of the NAACP’s 100th 
anniversary. Jackson also plans 
to come back next week to visit 
ministers in Macon County, 
which he said is the poorest 
county in the state.

Rainbow/PUSH to open in Birmingham
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re you a man who has to get up
once or more during the night to

urinate? Do you sometimes have trou-
ble getting your stream to start? Do
you look for restrooms wherever you
go? Do you ever worry that you won’t
be able to hold it in? If you suffer with
these types of prostate problems, don’t
give up hope because now there’s good
news! 

Introducing Prostalex Plus, the amaz-
ing new all-natural supplement for
men that helps solve your urination
problems, improve prostate function,
and boost prostate health so you won’t
need to urinate as often, you’ll
enhance urination function, and you’ll
finally be able to sleep through the
night without any trips to the bath-
room!

Powerful new formula helps
end your urination problems
The amazing new Prostalex Plus drug-
free supplement has been scientifically
formulated to reduce your need to uri-
nate by combating the natural growth
of your prostate, which occurs natu-
rally as you age and is the cause of
most urination problems in men. 

Containing rare, high-potency, all-
natural ingredients, the Prostalex Plus
formula is unique because it not only
stops your constant need to urinate, it
helps improve your ability to urinate
(so you’ll no longer have trouble get-
ting your stream to start), and it helps
you maintain a healthy prostate. That
means, with Prostalex Plus you can
enjoy the freedom of not having to
search out a men’s room wherever you
go, enjoy the luxury of uninterrupted
sleep, and enjoy the peace of mind
that goes along with having a healthy,
youthful, optimally-functioning
prostate.

Countless men are raving
about Prostalex Plus
Prostalex Plus is the safe, private, all-
natural solution that’s giving men the
results they want without drugs, sur-
gery, or side effects. Just listen to what
some of our satisfied customers are
saying about Prostalex Plus:

“I used to get up more than 6 times a
night. Now I don’t have to get up even
once!” —Michael P.

“I almost had to quit my job as a truck
driver, but now I can go for hours and
hours without having to look for a bath-
room.” —Larry D.

“All my urination problems—urgency,
frequency, low flow, dribble—they’re
totally gone now!”

—Jonathan S.

If you want to regain your youthful
prostate function, stop having to uri-
nate all the time, and enjoy night after
night of uninterrupted sleep, Prostalex
Plus is perfect for you.

Call toll-free now for your
risk-free trial of Prostalex
Plus!
Contact your doctor or call the com-
pany directly toll-free now and you
can get a risk-free trial of Prostalex
Plus (sent to you in plain, discreet
packaging). That way you can see for
yourself how effective and powerful
the Prostalex Plus formula really is!
Call toll-free now at 1-800-745-0985.

Male urination problems? 
Up at night having to “go”?

Trouble starting your stream?
Revolutionary new drug-free formula helps you regain your youthful

prostate function so you’ll urinate less often and sleep through the night!

A

Risk-Free Trial

Call now for your risk-free trial:

1-800-745-0985
These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

30865692


